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INTRO 
It’s a great wonder why a lot of God’s promises in 
the bible don’t seem to always work when you 
claim them. Honestly, how many times have you 
asked God for something, for instance, and you 
got nothing?  

Or how many times have you asked Him for 
money and you got the answer instantly, faster 
than if you had borrowed money from a friend? 

You even claim John 14.14 where Jesus said “If 
you ask me for anything in my Name, I shall do 
it,” or “Anyone who asks receives,” but then 
nothing happens. Sometimes you claim awesome 
promises in the bible but you don’t get what you 
prayed for and instead get something close to 
it--or worse, the exact opposite. Like, you asked 
for formal pants but you get a pair of shorts. 

At other times you hit the jackpot and get the 
exact thing you asked for. But then the next time 
around, even when your hopes are high because 
you just got an answered prayer, you ask and 
miss again. It seems promises that work are more 
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the exception rather than the rule. It seems 9 out 
of 10, you miss hitting the target and you wonder 
why God’s promises don’t seem to work for you. 
So you decide to settle for some explanations--or 
excuses--you read about in some Christian book 
or magazine: 

1. Maybe it’s not God’s will. 
2. Maybe it’s not yet time. 
3. Maybe, my son or grandson would get the 

answer instead. 
4. Or maybe, I need someone to partner with 

me to get this thing answered. 

Often, we just settle for this “maybes” which, at 
the back of our minds, we’re not sure really 
makes sense. But because we need some 
explanations or excuses (so we won’t get 
disappointed or embarrassed), we accept them 
and sometimes treat them as some kind of a 
doctrine. When we don’t get God’s promise, we 
patch it up with one of the four explanations 
above. 

But then it happens almost all the time and 
unconsciously, back in our minds, we ask why 
God’s promises don’t seem to work for us. Is 
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there something wrong with you or with God’s 
promises? But we’d rather not admit to ourselves 
that it’s us and we’d dare not blame it on God’s 
promises either, so we go back to the four 
explanations above. Indeed, those four excuses 
have become sound doctrines to us when we are 
at a dead end in our faith. 

Surely, God’s promises work, no doubt about it, 
and there must be a way to always make them 
work for us every time we invoke them—not just 
once in a while or once a month or year. Because 
what Jesus said was clear: “If you ask anything in 
my Name, I will do it!” Nothing is said about doing 
it periodically or during new moons, or when he 
feels like it.  

And here are ways… 
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Unreasonable Faith 
Probably, someone would say, it depends on 
God’s time table. Yes, Jesus will do it, but he 
doesn’t say when exactly. He may do it now, an 
hour from now or probably a day, week, month, or 
year from now.  

Well, it’s again nothing more than doctrine 
number 2 above—maybe it’s not yet time. But, do 
you really believe that? Nine out of ten it’s not yet 
time? And if it’s not yet time, you mean God can’t 
do anything about it? 

Remember the Syro-Phoenician woman whose 
daughter was demon possessed? She asked 
Jesus for healing but he told her it wasn’t right to 
give the bread to the dogs while the children were 
still eating. In short, it wasn’t God’s time yet. The 
kids were still eating, and that meant after the 
kids have eaten, then that’s the right time for the 
dogs to get some leftovers.  

But what did Jesus do? He gave the miracle 
anyway, after he was impressed by the woman’s 
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stubborn insistence. God can give you what you 
asked for even if it’s not yet the right time.  

So, does this mean stubborn insistence can 
easily beat God’s timing? Is it a way of 
short-cutting heaven’s time table? It would seem 
so, because there it was, Jesus giving the woman 
what was not yet at the right time to be given.  

So, can we scratch out doctrine or excuse 
number 2 now? Jesus proved that timing can be 
negated when claiming God’s promises if you just 
become stubbornly insistent enough--if you don’t 
give up. 

Stubbornly Insistent 

Well, I just exaggerated the term, but actually the 
woman wasn’t exactly stubbornly insistent. It’s 
more like she tried to reason out, just in case 
Jesus might agree. And he did. 

“Yes Lord, but the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
on the floor,” was how she said it. Simply put, 
“Okay Lord, but we’re ready for even the small 
things that spill over to us now from the Jews,” or 
something to that effect. She didn’t repeat or 
insisted on it, although before this she had 
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begged Jesus a second time. She even fell at his 
feet for the request. Jesus was impressed by her 
answer, not really her insistence, and the 
requested blessing was given. Jesus told her she 
had great faith after she reasoned about why she 
could receive the blessing now and not later. She 
really believed she could get it now. See that? It 
was her belief or faith.  

Jesus said it was the faith that did it, not the way 
it was insisted or the timing. And the faith 
said—“Lord, I want it now!” 

I think I can even render it like this: “Lord, I don’t 
care about timetables. I need the miracle now!” 

Frankly, I think the Lord is impressed by radical 
faith like that—almost unreasonable faith—not the 
faith that seeks for excuses or explanations (or 
sound doctrines to back up or justify 
powerlessness) when it gets no answer or fails to 
claim God’s promises.  

Lots of times, we hear about praying Christians 
leaving the timing of when the blessing can be 
given “in God’s time.” This is true. But the 
Matthew 15 account of the Canaanite woman 
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petitioning her daughter to be freed of demon 
possession is an eye opener, a clear glimpse of 
what can happen in God’s Kingdom if we have 
radical faith. And Jesus didn’t get angry. He was 
delighted. 

Then here came a centurion whose servant was 
dying. People told Jesus this man deserved his 
attention because he had helped Israel in so 
many ways. So Jesus proceeded to visit him. But 
just after a few moments, the centurion sent word 
to Jesus: “I don’t really deserve to have you visit 
me at my place, but just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed.”  

The centurion didn’t repeat it or insist on it. He 
didn’t cry out loud or worship non-stop. He didn’t 
do an overnight prayer vigil. But by simply saying 
what he said, Jesus was “astonished,” and said “I 
haven’t found faith as great as this in all Israel!” or 
something to that effect. And the centurion got 
exactly what he asked for right at that moment. 

It was unreasonable faith. He didn’t think it 
necessary for Jesus to enter his house or 
personally visit his dying servant and get a touch 
from him. He said, “Just say the word.” Imagine 
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telling Jesus, “Lord, don’t come to my house 
anymore.” It sounded rather rude. Right there out 
in the streets you tell Jesus, “You can say the 
word now and that would be enough. You don’t 
need to come.” 

Wouldn’t we make great preparations and warmly 
welcome Christ if he were to visit our homes? 
Would you cancel that great event just because 
you felt “unworthy”? 

“Lord, you need not come. Don’t bother. My 
house is a mess, anyway. I’m not worthy. Just 
say the word.”  

That’s unreasonable. How can you say that to the 
King of kings? 

Religion would have said this: “I need to prepare 
my house and decorate it. I need the best choir 
and worship team, a good worship service 
program, and invite a lot of guests to impress 
Jesus. And there should be prayer warriors 
praying continuously. After all, the Lord of lords 
will come visit our place and perform a miracle!” 

I’ve always wondered why in the bible, things 
happened immediately and in simple ways, and 
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why today we have to complicate things, do it with 
a long and sophisticated program, add a lot of 
fancy stuff, and then get nothing. God’s promises 
don’t seem to work for us today, and before they 
do, it seems we need to do a lot of hard efforts 
first just to come up with a small, tiny, minuscule 
fraction of what we read in the bible, if any.  

Just wondering—is it because we have become 
too sophisticated with what we do that God’s 
promises refuse to work as they should? Is it 
because we have stopped being simple but 
radical and even “unreasonable” (or irreligious, 
even controversial) with our faith and become too 
tamed, proper, logical, formal, scholarly and 
systematic about everything? Have we become 
too compliant with the norms in this world? 

It might be that our worship programs, worship 
singing and instruments, modern worship places, 
and rigidity to formalities have been watering 
down the conditions that trigger God’s power—or 
maybe even supplanting or sabotaging it. Instead 
of pursuing God’s supernatural power, we prefer 
church technology and programs and “sound” 
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human theologies. We have become too 
predictable and we think God would follow suit.  

Honestly, tell me, have you heard of a church that 
has turned water into wine lately? To answer that, 
religion would again seek refuge in sound 
excuses (doctrines): 

▪ Wine is intoxicating. Jesus used wine then 
because there wasn’t yet any powdered 
grape juice or Coke. 

▪ Wine is not a necessity in our context. Back 
then, wine served as the water. 

▪ There’s no need for that miracle anymore 
because Jesus already performed it then. 
And we can simply buy wine from grocery 
stores. 

Honestly, tell me, have you heard of a church that 
has multiplied bread and fish to 5,000 men, not 
counting the women and children? To answer 
that, religion would again seek excuses from 
“sound” doctrines: 

▪ We have bakeries today even in remote 
street corners. And nothing is impossible 
with advanced planning and preparation. 
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▪ Ministries are so moneyed today they can 
afford to buy bread and fish. God has 
provided us with easier resources today, 
why punish yourself with trying to perform a 
miracle? It’s like inventing the wheel again. 

▪ It’s better to buy food than to test the Lord 
with a miracle. You shall not test the Lord 
thy God. 

Thus, sometimes God presents us with problems 
that are beyond the reach of our modern 
amenities, technologies and resources, and we 
find ourselves powerless to deal with them. We 
get lost. And then we explain things away with the 
4 excuses mentioned above. 

Our faith has become too reasonable. We have 
created the necessary conditions around us that 
prevent God’s promises from triggering. We have 
eliminated every opportunity for the supernatural 
to thrive and prosper. We have successfully 
justified our zero-need for miracles. No wonder, 
God’s promises don’t seem to work for us today 
during times we find earthly solutions useless no 
matter how modern they are. We desperately 
come to God but don’t know how to do it and 
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don’t understand what’s happening. We don’t 
know the spiritual protocols and processes of the 
Kingdom and we do it our way (as we have 
become used to doing things). And we find that 
nothing works. Then we wonder why God’s 
promises do not work as easily as we see them 
work in the bible. 

Let me give you examples of how extremely 
simple but radical the protocols and processes of 
the Kingdom are. 

When God wanted light, he simply said, “Let there 
be light.” You know what happened? And then 
there was light! As simple as that. Nothing 
sophisticated or complicated. Not much ado. 

Today, we use a lot of complex formulas and 
rituals just to do simple tasks. To choose leaders 
or a pastor for a church, for instance, we do a lot 
of complicated things like parliamentary 
procedures that make as sound like Congress 
and endless elections and ballot counting that 
make as look like the Commission on Election. 
And pastors need to submit their credentials for 

15 
 

http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html
http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html


committees to review--exactly how they also do it 
in secular companies (but not how Jesus did it). 

When Jesus chose his 12, he simply came to 
them and said, “Follow me.” That was it. And then 
the world was never the same. We think that 
making things complicated gives us power. But 
what do we have? We can’t even have one 
angelic appearance. Well, God’s Kingdom works 
just the opposite--it does things so simply and yet 
have radical and powerful results. 

The Acts church turned the world upside down, 
according to Acts 17. How about the modern 
church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html
http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html


Why Jesus Had to Walk 
on Water 
I don’t know if you’ve noticed. Why did Jesus 
have to walk on water when he could have told 
his disciples to wait for him to finish his prayer on 
the mountain so they could all ride the boat to the 
other side together? That way, no need to walk 
on water. 

Reasonable faith would have said: “Okay, since 
you won’t get far on the lake due to the strong 
waves and winds and I have to finish my prayer, 
just wait for me on the shore and rest for a while. 
Then later, we can all go boating together and I 
won’t need to walk on water anymore.” That 
would have been sound doctrine. That is what we 
would also say if faced with a similar situation.  

But Jesus hurriedly sent the disciples ahead in a 
boat only later to catch up with them by walking 
on the water. Did he really have to do that? You 
see the unreasonableness of it all? 

I see here something intentional. Jesus was 
planning on something. He knew beforehand that 
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if the disciples went ahead of him, they were 
going to be stuck in the middle of the lake 
because of the strong waves and winds which I 
think were also part of the plan, set up by the 
Father. 

Here’s the entirety of the plan: the disciples had 
to witness Jesus walking on water. For this to 
happen, they would have to be “setup.” This 
means Jesus had to send them off alone so they 
could get trapped in the middle of the lake, and 
then Jesus could walk on the water in their plain 
sight.  

Now, why all this? 

It’s because the promised Messiah—God in the 
flesh—was said to be powerful in faith and will do 
unique and awesome tasks: 

The Lord will rise up as he did on Mount Perazim, 
he will rouse himself as in the valley of Gibeon 
–to do his work, his strange work, and perform his 
task, his alien task,” [Isaiah 28].  

This is just a sample passage about the Lord or 
the Messiah being powerful and doing 
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supernatural miracles and signs and wonders. 
There are other verses, of course.  

To fulfill this prophecy in his life and ministry, 
Jesus had to perform unique tasks and works that 
would prove his Messiahship to his disciples. 
They had to see for themselves that Jesus was 
indeed the Messiah.  

And what is more astounding, strange, and alien 
than to turn water into wine, multiply bread and 
fish, do instant healings and miracles, transfigure, 
and walk on water, to name a few? 

So Jesus had to walk on water. 

Not only so, but Lazarus had to die before Jesus 
could heal him. There must be lack of bread and 
fish for the multitudes. Some people must be near 
death. Some people had to be leprous and some 
had to be ill. Everything had a purpose, and it was 
to glorify God by using these opportunities for 
showing off God’s power.  

“..this happened so that the work of God might be 
displayed..” [John 9.3].  
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You see the words, “be displayed”? God had the 
intention to display all these through Christ Jesus. 
Why? To show that God’s promises were fulfilled 
in his life. To show that God’s promises worked 
for him. So, opportunities had to be created and 
fully maximized. 

Is this for Christ alone? 

Nope, it was also for the church to continue 
doing. Jesus said, “Anyone who has faith in me 
will do the same things I have been doing.” 

What we do today is waste opportunities we 
should have used to display God’s power and 
have his promises work for us. When there’s 
someone sick, we pray for the medicine to work 
for him or her, which is also good. But we miss 
the chance to declare instant and supernatural 
healing in Jesus’ Name. 

Jesus could have just rode the boat with the 
disciples to cross the lake to make everything 
correct and orthodox—what many of us would 
also prefer today—and be acceptable. But Jesus 
had to do it a different way. And not just a 
different way, but a strange and alien way even. 
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Now, when we try to rationalize or “doctrinize” 
everything to fit our denominational perspective, 
preferring logical and conventional to strange and 
alien (because we want to save face and dare not 
be labeled “extreme” or cultic), we leave little 
room for God’s supernatural move. We kill 
opportunities for God’s promises to work for us.  

Thus, instead of walk on water, we take the boat 
and justify it with our doctrines. Here’s what I 
mean. How many times have I seen pastors visit 
their sick members in the hospital and pray that 
God make use of the medicines and doctors to 
heal them? That is what every religion in the 
world also does, even those that worship idols 
and statues. There’s nothing “strange and alien” 
about it. No opportunity for God’s promises there.  

What we get from this “acceptable” norm is God’s 
general blessings—blessings he gives both to the 
good and evil, the righteous and the wicked. And 
we settle for that. We dare not take what is 
exclusively for his sons and daughters. Indeed, 
our patients get well with the medicines and 
medical science—just as other religions also have 
their sick get well with medicines and medical 
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science (and just as crooks and the wicked also 
get well with medicines and doctors). So what’s 
their conclusion? God recognizes all religions. All 
religions lead to one and the same God—so no 
need to be Christian. 

But is that God’s will for us? Is that God’s promise 
to his servants—medicines and doctors? Is that 
what Jesus did? 

The Problem with Medical Missions 

Medical missions are good. They benefit people. 
But they do not serve God’s purposes. You see, 
when God’s general blessings are released 
(blessing for both the good and evil), people are 
served. God is glorified somewhat. But his 
purposes are not achieved.  

Imagine if all Jesus did was release God’s 
general blessings—pray so that people got 
money to buy food after working so hard, planting 
seeds in the soil and waiting for them to grow, 
then harvesting them after 3 to 4 months.  
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Or. if he just prayed for fishermen so they could 
go out to sea all night, cast nets on the lake and 
harvest some fish after.  

Or, if he merely prayed for the sick so their 
medical surgeries would be successful, the 
medicines they took would be effective, and they 
could be on their way to recovery after days or 
weeks.  

Or, what if God just gives us general blessings 
today, like the sick getting well (not healed) by 
taking maintenance medicines all their lives 
(sometimes with side effects) and getting regular 
checkups from their doctors? Or, what if God just 
blesses our jobs 8 hours a day so we can get our 
salaries on the 15th and end of month and buy 
food with that? 

It would glorify God, yes, and people would get 
blessed. But would his purposes be served? 
God’s purposes are more than mere blessings 
and giving him small glories. His purposes are his 
entire plan, including especially how we know 
God deeper than just knowing him as our blesser. 
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In fact, the only way to know God deeper (as 
Jesus knows the Father) is to see God’s promises 
fulfilled and supernaturally working in our lives. 
This was how Abraham, Moses, David, and the 
other patriarchs and prophets in the bible grew 
deeper in God, as well as the apostles. They 
came to know the nature of God in relation to the 
fulfillment of his promises in their lives and 
ministries. And God’s purposes are always 
fulfilled by both general and supernatural 
blessings.  

What happens when we kill opportunities for 
supernatural fulfillment and focus mainly on 
general blessings (which the church has been 
doing for years)? 

Look at medical missions. Religion prefers 
medical missions and often belittles miraculous 
healings and signs and wonders because: 

▪ Medical science is modernized with 
advanced technology, which delivers surer 
results. Once you take medicines, results 
can be expected within hours or days, as 
compared to waiting if a miracle would 
happen or not.  
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▪ It’s easier to make people pop medicines 
than wait for prayer and worship to work. 
Besides, you need to be serious with 
holiness before your prayers get answered 
with miracles. With medicines, even the 
wicked and crooks get cured. 

▪ Health and science is the realm of medical 
professionals (doctors and nurses) who 
studied for 10 years and passed rigid 
exams to get their licenses, not church 
pastors or evangelists. Thus, in medical 
missions, pastors are confined to the work 
of counseling and evangelism, not curing or 
healing. Can you imagine Christ doing 
mere counseling work and leaving the work 
of illnesses getting remedied to doctors? 

It all sounds and looks good, everything based on 
“sound doctrine” and propriety. But the problem 
is, Jesus or the Acts church never did anything 
like this. Well, NGOs like the cancer society, 
rotary club, WHO, and other agencies do it—and 
many people are helped. But there’s nothing 
strange and alien about it.  
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God is glorified and his purposes are fulfilled only 
with strange and alien. He and his ways are set 
apart from the mundane and ordinary when his 
great promises are fulfilled His Way.  

If we just settle for medical missions (which 
non-believers also do) and utterly disregard the 
supernatural wonders of God as something 
obsolete, absurd, and irrelevant today, we keep 
killing opportunities for God’s promises to be 
fulfilled in our midst.  

Let’s take his promises on evangelism, for 
instance. The idea in the bible is always like this: 
people will see God’s light and power and people 
get saved. Everywhere in Scriptures, you cannot 
separate God’s awesome deeds with evangelism. 
I don’t know of any incident when Jesus used 
doctors and nurses and synthetic medicines with 
evangelism. Neither did the Acts church. 

Here’s one principle to remember--the more we 
use the ways and capabilities of man, the more 
we drift from God and his ways—and the more 
we aren’t able to do his plan according to his will.  
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Worse is that, we’ve become so comfortable with 
the way things are. We can do God’s will outside 
his ways and purposes. 

No wonder God’s promises don’t seem to work 
for the church today. 

Ants on Our Door 

One day, I was bitten by ants when I used a towel 
we hung on the hanger behind our door which we 
didn’t know was full of ants. In my anger, I 
rebuked the ants in Jesus’ Name. Well, I could 
have been orthodox, acceptable, reasonable and 
logical by buying insecticide and applying it to get 
rid of the ants, but I did something weird. I didn’t 
plan to be weird but it just came out naturally. 

The next day, the ants were gone. Now, religion 
would say it was coincidence. Religion would 
rather attribute something like that to chance 
rather than to God.  

But here’s what I discovered—the more you use 
the opportunities God presents you to make his 
promises work for you, the more the promises 
work easily.  
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If you use a screwdriver for wrong purposes, 
pretty soon it would fail its function—it would 
either lose its sharp edge and become rounded 
so that it becomes useless for loosening or 
tightening screws, or it would become entirely 
useless. And then you’d probably think 
screwdrivers don’t work. 

Jesus said talents unused and buried in the 
ground would be given to one who made use of 
his talents and multiplied it. And the one who 
used his talents made it increase! 

Get this principle: using God’s promises 
according to their design increases their 
effectiveness in your life! Use them less and 
against their purpose and you lose their 
effectiveness in your life. 

Stop getting comfortable with man’s ways, and 
start being at home with God’s ways! 
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Be Radical 
You know what the church is sick with today? It is 
sick with being conventional, proper, and 
acceptable. It fears being radical. 

But here’s the problem—God and his promises 
are radical. In fact, they are extremely radical. 
Making Moses divide the Red Sea was extreme. 
Jesus walking on the lake was extreme. God 
creating the universe with a mere Word was 
extreme. God making Ezekiel cook his food on 
human manure was extreme. Elijah controlling 
the atmosphere so that it didn’t rain at his word 
for 3 years was extreme.  

Joshua making the sun stop in the middle of the 
sky (actually it was the earth that stopped 
rotating) was extreme. Making the sun’s shadow 
go back 10 steps on Ahaz’s staircase was 
extreme. Telling us to do exactly as Jesus 
did—and even do more—is extreme.  

Aprons or handkerchiefs that Paul touched 
becoming instruments for instant healing was 
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extreme.  Peter’s shadow becoming a tool for 
instant healing was extreme.  

So, how can you have a genuine close 
relationship with God and remain unaffected? If 
God’s ways are radical and you claim to be 
walking with God daily, your ways should be his 
ways, which is radical. Remember, there’s no 
other way but God’s ways.  

Moses spent time close with God and he later got 
God’s radiance on his face. See? It’s inevitable. If 
you claim to be close to God, then you should be 
getting what God has, especially his radical and 
extreme powers. 

Jesus said, “I am the Way…no one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 

You want God’s promises to work for you each 
time? Be radical as your Lord in heaven is radical. 

Extreme radicalism is the fertile ground where the 
seed of God’s promises sprout, grow, and bear 
fruit. And it should be no less than extreme 
radicalism.  
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What is an Extreme Believer? 

An extreme and radical believer believes 
everything in the bible (as I often emphasize, he 
is very evangelical), and especially believes all 
God’s promises there wholeheartedly. He treats 
the promises as everyday solutions to everyday 
problems. Like Jesus, he is dead serious about 
God’s Word and promises. 

For instance, when Jesus visited Peter’s home 
and found his mother-in-law sick, he didn’t pray 
for some medicine and make her take it. He didn’t 
tell her to see a doctor. All these are good 
solutions, but a radical and extreme believer like 
Jesus would do it God’s way first. 

Thus, we see Jesus taking her by the hand and 
rebuking the fever and anointing her with oil. Is 
that how you meet daily challenges as well? Do 
you use God’s power and promises first and 
foremost, or do you just pray for medicines and 
doctors to become effective? Do you always use 
your power as God’s son or daughter in Christ, or 
are you used to saying weak prayers that really 
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rely on man’s capability more than on God’s 
capability? 

Again, look at Christ. To pay for his tax and 
Peter’s, he had to do it in a supernatural way. 
Why not just ask money from someone to pay it 
with (which we would most likely do if faced with 
the situation) instead of making Peter get the 
payment from the mouth of the first fish he’d 
catch? It was unreasonable to do that. Asking or 
borrowing money from someone was the 
acceptable and “sound” way. Jesus was an 
extreme and radical believer of the Father. And if 
we are his disciples, we should live and do 
likewise.  

But the religious in you would seek refuge from 
“sound” theology. You’d reason that Jesus was 
God so he had the privilege to do that. Or, we 
have better means to pay today than he did then. 
Or, there’s no need to do that because we are not 
Jesus. 

We conveniently forget how he commanded us to 
“do the same things” he did, and to do even more! 
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What he said in John 14.12 is not a suggestion or 
an option we can choose to do or reject.  

“Whoever believes in me will do the works I have 
been doing, and they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

We cannot trash this command just for the sake 
of our “sound” human theology. And if we keep 
trashing God’s promises down the drain and 
choose to be safe with our man-made doctrines, 
we keep killing precious opportunities to use them 
and get inside God’s realms. 

The Realms of God’s Promises 

God’s promises have realms. A realm is the 
dimension where God’s promises take effect with 
God’s supernatural acts. Watch this: 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ,” 
[Ephesians 1.3]. 

God’s promises take effect in the heavenly 
realms. That realm is by all means extreme and 
radical. It defies all natural laws and human 
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limitations and theologies. It demolishes all 
denominational assumptions and powerless 
doctrines.  Unless you get inside that realm, the 
promises won’t work for you. You cannot stay 
earthly and hope to make the spiritual promises 
work for you, too. All you are going to get are 
God’s general blessings he gives to both the 
good and the evil. That’s all the “answered 
prayers” you’re going to get. 

The good news is, your spirit can be in the 
heavenly realms while your body is in the earthly 
realms. It is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh 
counts for nothing [John 6.63]. If you are in Christ, 
your flesh is dead but your spirit is alive—and it 
can easily access the heavenly realms because it 
lives there daily.  

If you take every opportunity God provides to use 
his promises supernaturally, you eventually find 
yourself getting into the realms of God’s promises 
and beginning to be comfy there. You get the 
culture, the norms, the lingo, the protocols—the 
life of God. You begin to live there so that 
accessing God’s promises becomes easy and 
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natural. One word and creation obeys you in 
Jesus’ Name. 

“The creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed,” [Romans 8.19].  

Why don’t God’s promises seem to work for you? 
It’s probably because you’re not radical and 
extreme. You have been living in your comfort 
zone too long. You’ve become too comfy with 
what the world provides so you seldom use what 
God provides—although what the world provides 
is also from God. But the difference is, what God 
provides the world are mere general 
blessings—things God give to both the righteous 
and unrighteous. If you settle for that, what makes 
you different from the sons and daughters of 
Satan?  

God provided anyone in the world with boat rides 
to cross lakes, but only Jesus, his true Son, was 
given the ability to walk on water. Jesus was 
clearly set apart from the rest because he is the 
Son of God. God provided people on the earth 
with wine if they planted grapes, watered them, 
prayed for them, and harvested the fruit and do 
the process to turn them into wine. But only Jesus 
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was given the ability to turn water into the best 
quality wine, on the spot! 

It was because Jesus never lived in the earthly 
realms though his body was physically on earth. 
He lived in the realms of God’s promises. 

The church put up by man and his “biblical” 
doctrines have successfully done away with 
extreme radicalism in faith. Through their “biblical” 
though earth-bound human theologies, they made 
extreme and radical look heretical. Naturally, 
church people have been scared for years of 
having a radical faith and treated anyone who has 
the faith of Jesus an idiot.  

And since then, most promises of God started to 
take less effective. They claim it but it rarely 
happens. So they dare not claim anymore 
promises—they just preach about them. Unlike 
how the prophets of old and how Jesus boldly 
declared promises and they became true right 
before their eyes.  

And no wonder that even mere fevers and colds 
and cough often don’t get healed miraculously 
today but only with the help of medicines and 

36 
 

http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html
http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html


doctors. A lot of pastors are sick and take 
maintenance medicines and then claim how God 
is healing them with these meds. It’s almost like a 
big lie. To make up for that, they just point out 
how God uses medicines and doctors for his 
purposes. Yes, God uses doctors, hospitals, and 
medicines. But really, did Jesus and men of God 
in the bible use those things? 

Those weak faith claims (faith that says 
medicines and doctors are how God works 
healing today) drive us farther away from the 
realms of God’s promises and purposes. The 
more we hold on to weak faith claims, the less 
God’s promises will work for us, until one day we 
just find God’s promises altogether useless to us.  

If that happens, does it mean God’s promises 
have become really weak or useless? Nope. But 
for sure, God will not make his promises work for 
nonbelievers. It is impossible to please God 
without faith. 

Hence, practice living an extreme and radical faith 
today. Here are steps to attain this: 
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1. Be deep in God’s Word. Meditate the Word of 
God day and night. 

2. Be careful to obey everything God shows you 
in his Word. 

3. Be deep in your prayer and worship life. 

4. Live the life of Jesus daily. This means true 
holiness every day by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

5. Put God first. In every challenge you meet in 
life, use his ways first. Is your tooth aching? Ask 
God to heal it. Better yet, declare healing in 
Jesus’ Name. Is your head aching? Ask God to 
lay his hand on it. Is your business doing badly 
today? Declare God’s prosperity to come in. Is 
someone sick with a deadly disease? Rebuke it 
and declare healing in Jesus’ Name! Make it a 
lifestyle to step out in radical faith! 

6. Always ponder on the signs and wonders in the 
bible. Marvel at them all day. Talk about them at 
home, in church, or with like-minded friends. 
Share about them to your other friends. Let the 
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events be re-created in your mind. Be amazed! 
What your mind perceives, your body receives.  

7. Reject anything that does not agree with Christ 
and his Word. Be a Jesus fanatic, not in the 
sense how foolish fanatics are, but in the sense 
that you live-out the Word daily. 
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Start with Simple 
It is quite frustrating how you read a great 
promise in the bible—like, “If you ask me anything 
in my name, I will do it,” [John 14.14], you claim it, 
and then nothing happens.  

There was this young woman who lay dying in a 
hospital. The husband, being a believer, asked 
God for healing, claiming John 14.14 in the 
process. The woman died anyway, and the 
husband, his pastor and his church, consoled 
themselves by saying it wasn’t God’s will that the 
woman get healed and live. 

That comforted everyone. But the question is, did 
Jesus do anything like that? He prayed and the 
sick died and he just claimed that it wasn’t God’s 
will. The mere fact that everyone he prayed for or 
touched (or anybody who touched him) got 
healed means it is God’s will for everyone to get 
healed.  

It’s not true that in one case God wants healing 
but not in this other case. Healing is always God’s 
will. The only problem is that most times there are 
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hindrances that prevent it from happening. But 
just because it is prevented, doesn’t mean it isn’t 
God’s will. Get rid of the hindrance and God will 
make the healing happen. 

These are things that prevent healing: 

1. Unbelief 
2. Disbelief 
3. Sin  

And here are other things we should consider. 
Healing is hindered: 

1. To spare one from evil (Isaiah 57.1) 
2. When it’s time for God to call you. 

Bear this in mind—healing is God’s will. The 
problem is that, due to years of weak faith claims 
preached to us in churches, we find it hard to 
really, really believe God’s promises—believing 
them with a child’s faith.  

Man’s churches turned us into stubborn old men 
and women, experts at killing opportunities for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled in our lives. So few 
among us are as mature individuals with a child’s 
faith, easily believing the promises without 
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question and doing more than what Jesus did, in 
His Name.  

They trained us to be reasonable, not to be 
extreme and radical believers obeying God even 
without reason. 

Let’s see the causes of death among believers. 

Death due to Persecution 

Jesus and the apostles died due to persecution. 
They were executed because of their faith in 
Christ. If God appoints you to this death, there’s 
no healing remedy when its time comes and you 
cannot defend yourself to escape death. Death 
through persecution is a high calling and no 
rescue from heaven will come for you. Instead, a 
great welcome is being prepared there for you. 

Old Age 

Abraham and his sons died of old age. So did 
King David. Moses was “taken” at a ripe old age. 
You’d die eventually of old age. In this sense, 
healing has a limit, but it’s still God’s will. God will 
heal you until you come of age.  
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Be Spared from Evil (Isaiah 57) 

Because God knows everything, he probably 
sees a future evil event affecting a righteous 
person. So He just takes him instead of falling 
into sin, doubt, or unnecessary hardship. In this 
case, healing is not given, unless God foresees 
that after the ordeal you will repent and come out 
stronger in faith. 

Reversible Death (John 11) 

The perfect example is Lazarus. He fell sick and 
died, but Jesus said the sickness wouldn’t really 
end up in death. So he was raised from the dead. 
Can you imagine how many deaths were 
reversible but no one had the boldness to raise 
them from death because church people see 
God’s promises not working for them anymore? 

Consequence of Sin 

A lot of people in the bible died because they 
failed to repent from sins. King Saul was one of 
them. Paul told the Corinthians that participating 
unworthily in the Lord’s Supper could kill them. 
But healing can still take place in cases like this 
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when the person involved sincerely repents, as in 
the case of King Hezekiah.  

Of the 5 causes of death, two are 
exceptions—death due to persecution and old 
age. The rest are reversible. If you repent of sins, 
God can and will heal you. If God sees you 
repenting in the future, there’s no reason why 
healing is not his will. So start living a holy life 
now. 

The Solution 

To get out of the vicious cycle of having God’s 
promises not working for you, you should start 
radically believing God’s promises with extreme 
faith and practical daily holiness. And we should 
start with simple promises and acts of faith.  

Given that you already have a life of holiness, you 
meditate God and his Word daily, and are 
naturally prayerful and worshipful (not just acting 
it out in church), begin to practice this lifestyle. 

Ask God and claim a promise with every little 
thing you need in your daily life (and I mean every 
little thing): 
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▪ A meal 
▪ Water 
▪ Healing light ailments like toothache, 

headache, colds, cough, or fever 
▪ Arriving on time to a meeting or for work or 

school 
▪ Getting out of traffic 
▪ Good sleep and godly dreams 
▪ Money for buying anything 
▪ Normal PC and printer functions, normal 

internet connection 
▪ Help for your business or job 
▪ Anything your family needs 
▪ Electricity coming back if there’s a power 

outage 
▪ Well cooked rice and food, if you’re cooking 
▪ Declaring the physical safety and spiritual 

salvation of everyone you meet, even 
passengers of every plane that flies over 
you, every vehicle you see passing by 

The thing is, even if you have enough money for 
buying things, have food on the dinner table 
regularly, or even if your PC, printer, and Internet 
connection is working well, you should still pray 
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that God would keep making everything work 
properly.  

Pray and declare in Jesus’ Name! 

Don’t take anything for granted. Make heavily 
relying on God for everything a lifestyle. Heavy 
dependence on God may be foolishness to the 
wise in this world but it stimulates your familiarity 
with the realms of God and his promises. It 
powerfully cultivates the soil of the spiritual realm 
where you are in so the seed of God’s promise 
can quickly sprout, grow and bear fruit! 

Practice makes perfect. If at first nothing seems 
to work—and it places you in shameful or 
awkward circumstances—just keep doing it! 

“..the soul of the diligent is richly supplied,” 
[Proverbs 13.4] 

“In all toil there is profit, but mere talk ends only to 
poverty,” [Proverbs 14.23].  

Gradually Go to the Next Level 

When you have accustomed yourself with God’s 
promises through simple tasks and simple faith, 

46 
 

http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html
http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effectively-pray-for-miracle.html


gradually move on to the next level—a more 
radical one. Here are a few examples: 

● Declare healing for deadly diseases like 
cancer, diabetes, hypertension 

● Declare on-the-spot healing 
● Command nature or objects 
● Rebuke illness and evil influences or spirits 

in a place or person 
● Start operating in the Holy Spirit gifts 

As you do this, the Word becomes your life and 
your life becomes Jesus—because he is the 
Word of God. You no longer live but Christ lives in 
you. The life you live in the flesh you live by faith 
in the Son of God, every day, every moment! 
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Ignore Discouragements 
and Negatives 
There will be terrible discouragements and 
negatives, I assure you of that. There will be 
times when it seems your radical faith is wrong 
and you’d rather join the crowd in living a 
traditional lackadaisical faith, being reasonable 
and killing every opportunity for God’s promise.  

I have those episodes now and then—when life 
seems to get crazier. What I do is just sit quietly 
with the Lord and lean on his shoulder until the 
chaos in my heart quiets down and all I hear is his 
heartbeat. Then I’m up and about again. When 
you stay close to Jesus, you always get fresh 
revelations when you open your bible to meditate 
his Word. He fills you up! 

Abraham was as Good as Dead 

“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed,” 
said Romans 4.18. You see that? His situation 
was hopeless and yet he used that hopelessness 
to rekindle hope in himself. It was all by God’s 
grace, of course. “Without weakening in faith, he 
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faced the fact that his body was as good as 
dead.” 

Face the facts. Don’t believe in lies. Don’t 
underestimate your situation. Admit it—God’s 
promises don’t seem to work for you, or your 
church. Don’t cover it up with white lies, saying, 
“Ah, it’s probably not God’s will” or “God will 
answer it at a later time” or “I don’t need the 
miracle that badly anyway.” 

A lot of church people avoid facing the truth when 
faced with a blank wall when trying to claim God’s 
promise. Abraham was different. He faced the 
facts.  

1. So, face the facts. Admit your true situation.  

2. Then, against all hope, believe in hope that 
God’s promise is still alive and can still work in 
your life. God is no respecter of persons. If you 
believe, he will do it in your life! Just work it out 
with fear and trembling. Don’t give up! 

3. Don’t weaken in faith. Keep meditating and 
believing the Word of God no matter what 
happens. Faith only comes through hearing the 
Word of God. If you don’t want to weaken in faith, 
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keep meditating the Word and hear God’s voice 
through it. 

4. Be fully persuaded that God has power to do 
what he promises in his Word. You see those 
words? I repeat, be “fully persuaded.” 

“Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his 
faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded 
that God had power to do what he had promised,” 
[Romans 4. 20-21]. 

5. Never waver in faith about God’s promise. 

6. Be strengthened in faith. 

7. Give glory to God. 

The above are 7 steps to making God’s promise 
work for you and your church.  

Here’s a list of some discouragements you may 
encounter as you live out a radical Christian faith. 
I put this here so you won’t be surprised if you 
meet them face-to-face.  

1. Praying and you get nothing. 
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2. Praying for months and years and still get 
nothing. 

3. Praying and getting a mere fraction of what 
you’re asking God. 

4. Praying and getting the opposite. 

5. Praying and getting worse scenarios. 

6. Praying but getting nothing and instead you 
see the wicked easily getting what you’ve been 
asking God for years! 

7. Praying and getting nothing and getting 
mocked or persecuted instead by people because 
of it. 

Abraham hoped against hope and got nothing for 
years and decades. When everything seemed 
impossible, then God at last gave him the son He 
promised him.  

The Wicked Seem to Get God’s Promises 

“Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why 
are those happy who deal so treacherously?” 
[Jeremiah 12.1]. 
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“Why do the wicked live and become old, yes, 
become mighty in power? Their descendants are 
established with them in their sight, and their 
offspring before their eyes. Their houses are safe 
from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them. 
Their bull breeds without failure; their cow calves 
without miscarriage. They send forth their little 
ones like a flock, and their children dance. They 
sing to the tambourine and harp, and rejoice to 
the sound of the flute. They spend their days in 
wealth, and in a in peace go down to the grave,” 
[Job 21.7-13]. 

“LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall 
the wicked triumph?” [Psalm 94.3].  

Is life unfair? Is God unfair?  

Well, instead of dwelling on these 
questions—which is quite tempting to do when 
faced with negative reversals—just do as 
Abraham did, “he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 
God, being fully persuaded that God had power to 
do what he had promised.” 
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God gave Abraham a wonderful promise—a lot of 
kids all over the Promised Land and the earth, as 
numerous (or even more numerous) as the stars 
he saw in the sky. It was a wonderful time hearing 
about the promise! 

But then, after a day, a week, a month, a year, 
and decades, nothing happened! He and Sarah 
were beginning to laugh about it, thinking it to be 
some kind of a joke. Abraham fought on and held 
on. He knew that God was true to his promise.  

Finally, he had 2 sons—Ishmael and Isaac. Only 
two? Didn’t God promise him a lot of 
descendants? And after Isaac married Rebekah, 
she was found to be barren as well! What kind of 
promise was that? It seemed that God gave 
Abraham a promise that didn’t work for him! 

But we know the story and from Isaac came the 
whole nation of Israel. God’s promise worked! 
Abraham ignored discouragements and 
negatives. Every day he never tired of hoping that 
this may be the day.  
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Vital Lesson 

To make God’s promise work for you, you have to 
believe it with all your heart and all your life. You 
have to ignore what negative things and 
discouragements other people tell you—even 
people close to you. Often, they’re the first to 
negate the promise God gave you and say it’s all 
just your imagination.  

What to do to keep your faith burning and avoid 
being affected by discouragements: 

1. Be close to God. Abraham was God’s 
friend and that meant he got close to God 
on a daily basis. 

2. Meditate God’s Word daily. God gave 
Abraham his Word and did so even daily, 
talking with him in person. You can do that 
by daily meditating the Word. 

3. Always remember that God will never lie. 
4. Every day, when you wake up in the 

morning, give yourself hope (against hope) 
that this day may be the day you get God’s 
promise. 

5. Everyday, claim God’s promise! Never tire 
of it! 
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6. When too much discouragement comes 
(and often they will, believe me), just rest in 
God and relax a while. What I do is to sit 
with him (be aware that God is in you and 
just beside you), lean on him, and stare 
afar as you quietly just let go of stress and 
release your discouragement. You may talk 
to him about it, but often I prefer just being 
quiet and leaning on him. Then, after a 
while, I feel his strength in me and I 
recover. 

7. After you recover, continue claiming the 
promise. Declare it in Jesus’ Name! 

Breakthrough Moment! 

But I add here that there comes a time for 
breakthroughs! When you stubbornly hold on to 
God, one day you finally get it. Then all God’s 
promises seem easy to get. They seem easy to 
make happen. You seem able to cause it to 
happen at will—like what you read in the New 
Testament. 

The apostles never had a mentality that a 
promise would happen if it was God’s will. To 
them, everything was an opportunity for God’s will 
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to happen. You don’t hear them say, “Ah, let’s 
pray for healing, if it is God’s will. If it doesn’t 
happen, then understand that God has a purpose 
for it not happening.” Such powerless prayers 
were never said by Jesus or his apostles. Today, 
church people use it as a fallback-doctrine 
because number one in their hearts is the belief 
that most of God’s promises never work for them 
anymore. 

We’ve got to put a stop to that and start thinking 
and living radically like how Jesus and his 
apostles did. We have to get their mindset, life, 
lingo, and culture. We have to have that total faith 
or paradigm make-over. 

Live the life of Jesus and live like how the 
apostles and prophets did. We should be solidly 
“built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone,” [Ephesians 2.20].  

Are you ready for this life? 
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Conclusion  
God and his promises never change, even in ultra 
modern times. His Word and promises never 
grow stale or obsolete—instead they are new 
every morning! Because God is faithful. 

But God’s promises also stop functioning once 
you step out of God’s realm. Once you start living 
comfy in this world—getting more used to its 
realm, thoughts and ways—God’s promises start 
to maintain inactive mode. It is still powerful—in 
fact, more powerful than 100 nuclear warheads 
exploding at the same time—but on inactive 
mode, because you cannot embrace the world 
and God’s realm at the same time. We are in this 
world but not of it. The moment you break that 
principle, you’re out of God’s realm.  

What you do is simply go back to God’s realm. 
Start living and thinking like God through Christ in 
you. Christ in you is the hope of glory.  

You start living in God’s Kingdom every day, each 
moment, though physically, you’re still in this 
world. You cannot be worldly and then get God’s 
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promises to work for you. All you’d get are 
blessings the wicked also get. God’s promises 
are based in the heavenly realms.  

That’s why today, truth is, very few Christians and 
churches are able to genuinely access God’s 
purposes and promises the way Jesus and the 
apostles and prophets did in the bible.  

Yeah, Christians pray in church and get 
“answers” from God, but the “answers” are what 
the wicked and evil people and idolaters also get 
on a regular basis. There’s no difference. And 
once they try to claim something supernatural and 
genuinely from God’s realm, they fail and cover 
that up by saying, “Well, it isn’t God’s will.” 

If you want to operate in the authentic power of 
God through Christ and the Holy Spirit, getting 
God’s promises to work naturally in your life 
without much effort, then pray this prayer (or 
something like this) silently but sincerely in your 
room: 

“God, I’m sorry for being a casual believer (and 
sometimes even a non-believer) of your promises 
and what your power can really do for me. 
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Forgive me, and I repent. In fact, forgive me of all 
my sins. I want to live your will and purposes for 
me, according to your word.  

“Now, imbue me with your power, the same one 
you used when you raised Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and enable all your promises in the bible to 
work for me, for Kingdom building and your glory! 

“Thank you, Lord, in Jesus’ name, Amen!” 

Now, if you have not yet surrendered your life 
totally to Jesus and have not yet been born again, 
you may pray this prayer silently in your room but 
sincerely. And please pray this first before you 
pray the prayer above for God’s power. 

Here’s the prayer to be born again: 

“God, I acknowledge that I’m a sinner, and no one 
can save me but you through Christ Jesus. 
Please forgive me of all my sins and cleanse me 
of all unrighteousness. I repent of all my sins. 
Now, I believe I’m forgiven, by your grace and 
mercy, and help me to live righteously every day, 
understanding that without holiness, no one will 
see the Lord.  
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“I receive Jesus Christ into my life as my Lord and 
Savior. I surrender my life fully to you, Lord 
Jesus. You own me now—take full control of my 
life from now on.  

“I believe I’m saved from sins and have become a 
child of God through Christ, with full rights to 
heaven, because of you, Jesus Christ—not my 
own goodness, not my good works, not my 
religion, but only because of you, Jesus! 

“And any time I die, I will go straight to heaven 
because I have received Jesus into my life as my 
Savior and Lord, and have totally surrendered to 
him. 

“In Jesus’ Name, Amen!” 

Recommendations 

You may also want to read these e-books by 
Expert Builder authors. Just copy-paste the links 
to your browser. 
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HOW TO LOSE WEIGHT WITH 
GOD’S WORD AND MEDICAL SCIENCE!  

Link: 
http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-lose-wei
ght-with-gods-word-and.html 

HOW TO PRAY FOR GOD’s 
MIRACLES IN YOUR LIFE! 

Link:  

http://choyscut.blogspot.com/2015/01/how-to-effective
ly-pray-for-miracle.html 
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